Commonwealth Council on Aging
Legislative Committee 

June 2, 2014, 1:00-4:00 pm

Virginia Division for the Aging 
DARS, 1610 Forest Avenue, Suite 100, Henrico, Virginia

Members Present

Brenda Kelley-Nelum, Chair

Kyle Allen, D.O.
Carter Harrison

Joni Goldwasser (via telephone)

Kathryn Reid (via telephone)

Members Absent

Juanita Bailey

Pete Geisen

Stephen Reardon

Staff

Amy Marschean, Senior Policy Analyst
Guest

Susan Ward, Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association (VHHA)
The meeting convened at 1:30pm.  A quorum not being present, the adoption of prior meeting minutes was deferred.  Ms. Marschean provided a literature review of Elder-Safe Emergency Departments with the assistance of Dr. Allen.  Included were a discussion of Canada’s Senior Friendly Hospitals, a presentation entitled Geriatric Emergency Department, Fact, Fiction or Future? & How Do We Get There? by Kevin Biese, MD, MAT, and Ula Hwang, MD, MPH, the recently published Geriatric Emergency Guidelines and Short-term Functional Decline and Service Use in Older Emergency Department Patients With Blunt Injuries, by Drs. Wilber, Blanda, Gersen and Allen.  Brenda Kelley-Nelum, Chair, arrived at 2pm.
Dr. Allen noted that the Age Wave is upon us and hospital strategic planning should be embracing a geriatric model of care.  The Council, as advocates for the elderly, need to address this crisis in care. Hospital emergency departments need to move away from solely an acute care model of care.  Ms. Ward noted that VHHA has 30 health system members representing approximately 80-90 hospitals in the Commonwealth.  She noted that over time hospitals have been embracing the pediatric emergency department concept and VHHA is willing to work with the Council to raise awareness and educate her members through first webinars to address the knowledge gap of this geriatric model of care and then do a survey to find out if the health systems are moving toward geriatric emergency departments and senior friendly hospitals.  Dr. Biese has a CMS Innovation Grant about Geriatric Emergency Departments and he would be a good person to approach to do a webinar. 

Members discussed that this is a better business model for care and quality improvement would need to occur that focuses on the frail segment of the older population.  Environment becomes important for frail elderly who are living longer with chronic illness and actual planning for emergency department remodels should be occurring as a result. After initial education and information gathering campaign, Council members discussed holding a summit of emergency department stakeholders including members from the professional associations to promote a sense of urgency, discuss potential Geriatric Emergency Department certification, and address this gap in care.
The meeting adjourned at 3:15pm.
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