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Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Commission: 
Dementia State Plan Update Committee 

 
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services 

1610 Forest Avenue, Suite 100 
Henrico, VA 23229 

 
Thursday, October 9, 2014   9:00 am 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
Members Present:  Members Absent: 
Lynne Seward, Chair 
Dr. Patricia Slattum, Ph.D. 
Carter Harrison 
Janet Honeycutt (phone)  

Courtney Tierney, MSW 
 
Staff: 
Charlotte Arbogast, Dementia Services Coordinator 

 Devin Bowers, Research Assistant 
 
Meeting Summary: 
 

Agenda Items: Speaker: 
Welcome 
Lynne Seward welcomed members and started the meeting at 9:05 am. 

Lynne Seward 

Introductions 
Committee members and staff introduced themselves. 

All 

Review Timeline and Outline 
Ms. Charlotte Arbogast reviewed the handouts that the committee members 
had been provided. In addition, she walked the committee members through 
the draft timeline for updating the Dementia State Plan as well as the outline 
for the draft plan.  

Charlotte Arbogast 

Work Group Reports: Data and Research  
Dr. Slattum reviewed the recent activities of the Data and Research Work 
Group, including discussions and plans to host a focus group with researchers 
sometime in the next few months. Just as was done in 2011 when the 
Dementia State Plan was drafted, hosting a focus group with researchers in 
Virginia provides them the opportunity to voice to the commission members 
needs related to data collection and analysis as well as research funding and 
opportunities or barriers. She discussed that Virginia still lacked a systematic 
process for data collection and that continued to be a need. Dr. Slattum will 
work with Charlotte Arbogast to schedule the focus group and review the 
results for inclusion in the Dementia State Plan.  

Patricia Slattum 

Work Group Reports: Coordinated Care 
Charlotte Arbogast was able to present on behalf of Courtney Tierney. She 
highlighted the work group’s discussions around long-term care quality, care 
transitions, and ombudsman funding and training needs.  

Charlotte Arbogast  
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Work Group Reports: Training 
Janet Honeycutt was unable to stay the duration of the meeting, but Charlotte 
Arbogast presented on her behalf, discussing training needs for long-term care 
and acute care staff, other professionals, and so potentially innovative ways to 
deliver trainings.  

Charlotte Arbogast  

Work Group Reports: Legislative 
Carter Harrison mentioned that some of the Goals from the Dementia State 
Plan work will need specific updating and revisions, especially since the 
Dementia Services Coordinator position is now in place at DARS. He 
highlighted ongoing discussions around barrier crimes and oversight of 
facilities and providers. He will work with Charlotte Arbogast to develop 
specific policy-based recommendations for the Dementia State Plan.  

Carter Harrison 

Future Work and Activities: Collect Information and Accomplishments 
Charlotte Arbogast asked the committee members to begin to assess and 
collect information on dementia-capable accomplishments since the 2011 plan 
was published. Any information should be submitted to Charlotte Arbogast for 
inclusion in the draft update plan.  

Charlotte Arbogast 
 

Future Work and Activities: Plan and Schedule Public Comment Sessions 
Charlotte Arbogast kicked the discussion off by stating that she plans to 
schedule the sessions in November. After discussion amongst the members, it 
was decided that the committee would plan for public comment sessions in the 
Mountain Empire Older Citizens AAA area (southwest) as well as four 
additional sessions within each of the Alzheimer’s Association chapter areas 
(Central and Western; Greater Richmond; Southeastern; and Northern 
Virginia). Charlotte Arbogast will work with the chapter staff to determine the 
best dates, times and locations for such sessions. As is feasible, 1-2 
commission members will be invited to attend. Committee members 
highlighted the need to get caregivers to these sessions in order to hear what 
their needs are and to make sure they are represented in the updated plan. In 
addition, three other sessions will potentially be planned. The first will be a 
focus group with researchers from Virginia. The second would be with 
providers and potentially in coordination with the Virginia Geriatric Society 
meeting in late-April 2015. And the third would be small focus group with 
direct care staff following an Alzheimer’s Association training session.  
Comments will also be accepted in writing, email and telephone via DARS-
established methods.  

All 

Next Meeting: TBD; sometime in mid-December 
Charlotte Arbogast will work with Lynne Seward to plan the next meeting.  

Charlotte Arbogast 
 

Other Discussion and Public Comments 
There were no other items of discussion and no public comments. 

All 

Meeting Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.  

Lynne Seward 
 

 


