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Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Commission: 

Data and Research Work Group 

 

Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services 

8004 Franklin Farms Drive 

Henrico, VA 23229 

 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016 at 3:30 pm 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Members Present: 

Dr. Patricia Slattum, Chair 

Dr. Carol Manning* 

Dr. Connie Coogle 

Karen Bell 

Members Absent: 

Sonya Barsness 

 

 Staff: 

Devin Bowers, DARS 

Mary Strawderman, DARS 

  

*Participated via conference call 

 

Meeting Summary: 

 

Agenda Items: Speaker: 

Welcome 

Dr. Patricia Slattum called the meeting to order at 3:32 pm and welcomed 

members. 

Patricia Slattum 

Introductions 

Work group members and staff introduced themselves. Dr. Slattum welcomed a 

new member, Karen Bell who conducts research on the pathology of 

Alzheimer’s disease with a specific focus on the protein tau at Virginia 

Commonwealth University in the Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology.  

All 

Approve the Minutes 

Minutes from the previous meeting on March 22nd were approved. 

All 

VirginiaBrainRX Report 

On May 23
rd

 Dr. Slattum presented a poster at the VirginiaBrainRX 

Symposium held by the Virginia Drug Discovery Consortium (VDDC) in 

Richmond (symposium flier attached). The VDDC wishes to encourage 

collaboration among the major universities in Virginia and representatives from 

each attended, participating in discussions about sharing resources and 

maximizing strengths. Collaboration between universities, research institutes, 

and pharmaceutical companies can help overcome challenges and maximize 

opportunities for drug discovery targeted at brain diseases in Virginia, including 

Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia. Representatives from 

pharmaceutical companies also attended. The major universities (University of 

Virginia, Virginia Tech, Virginia Commonwealth University, George Mason 

University, Old Dominion University, and Eastern Virginia Medical School) 

Patricia Slattum 

http://www.people.vcu.edu/~amcquiston/
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collectively sponsored the event and support The Catalyst. Also known as the 

Virginia Biosciences Health Research Corporation (VBHRC), The Catalyst 

(created in 2013) is funded by the General Assembly and Virginia’s major 

universities. Grants of $200,000 to $800,000 are awarded “to accelerate 

translational research and commercialization of breakthrough technologies in 

the life sciences”. More information can be found here. 

 

Dr. Slattum informed attendees about the Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 

Disorders Commission, the Data and Research Work Group, and the 

Alzheimer’s and Related Diseases Research Award Fund (ARDRAF) 

administered by the Virginia Center on Aging. Attendees expressed interest in 

the Commission, work group, and dementia research funding. Dr. Slattum 

reported that the work group should continue to follow this initiative as it will 

provide an opportunity to connect with researchers.   

Discussion Items 

Work Group Membership: 

Dr. Slattum recently served on the ARDRAF 2016 awards committee and 

several members expressed interest in joining the work group. The work group 

needs more members involved in the research field, especially since activities 

will focus on reaching and educating Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) about 

recent changes to the Code of Virginia around informed consent for individuals 

with cognitive impairment. 

IRB Letter and Training: 

A letter will be sent to all IRB chairs with educational materials included. A 

sub-set of the work group with expertise and interest in this project will focus 

on drafting a letter and creating the educational component (potentially a 

webinar, which could be housed on AlzPossible) in the fall. Dr. Carol Manning 

expressed interest in participating. Work group members noted that… 

 The Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) has an optional 

module on cognitive impairment. 

 IRB members often do not have members with expertise in cognitive 

impairment. 

 There may be an overarching association or organization for IRBs, 

which could provide insight on how to connect with the chairs and 

members. 

 IRB members change every 3 years. 

 In addition to informing IRBs about the informed consent changes, the 

public should be alerted as well. The Alzheimer’s Association and 

AARP could assist in educating the public. 

 Clinical coordinators should also be targeted.  

 ARDRAF recipients could be surveyed to learn about their experiences 

gaining IRB approval. 

Researcher Networking Events or Consortium: 

Potential venues for networking opportunities include… 

 The annual symposium held by the Central Virginia Chapter Society for 

Neuroscience in the spring. 

o Members can submit topics for the annual symposium. Topic is 

decided upon in the fall. 

All 

http://www.vbhrc.com/about/
http://www.sahp.vcu.edu/departments/vcoa/
http://alzpossible.org/
https://www.citiprogram.org/
http://www.cvcsn.vcu.edu/
http://www.cvcsn.vcu.edu/
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o Future topic could focus on neurodegenerative diseases. 

 Annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience. 

o Work group could organize a social for researchers from VA. 

 Create a Listserv, so researchers can share information/collaborate or 

make inquiries about equipment, recruiting Post-Docs, etc. (Initial 

participants could include researchers who participated in the focus 

groups and ARDRAF recipients. Members could be added or removed 

upon request.) 

Data on AlzPossible: 

 Pdfs including data from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services need improved titles. (2012 data will be updated with 2014 

data soon.) 

 Dementia projection data from the Virginia Center on Aging (VCOA) 

can be posted on AlzPossible after a presentation is made to the 

Commission. 

 Edits including changing the ARDRAF award amount of $40,000 to 

$45,000 and removing the statement that the VCOA covers 

administrative costs are needed.  

 Links to further information about the 2014-2015 ADRAF recipients 

need to be added.  

 Once the 2015-2016 recipients are announced these projects can be 

added as well. 

Future Work and Activities 

1. Invite members of the 2016 ADRAF awards committee to join the work 

group. (Lead: Devin) 

2. Explore opportunities to organize networking events for Virginia 

researchers involved in dementia research and other related fields. 

(Lead: Karen) 

3. Connect with colleagues in the Compliance Department at Virginia 

Commonwealth University to determine avenues for disseminating the 

IRB letter. (Lead: Dr. Slattum) 

4. Research if there is an overarching association or organization for IRBs. 

(Lead: Devin) 

5. Contact the Alzheimer’s Association and AARP to organize outreach to 

the public about the informed consent changes. (Lead: Devin) 

6. A sub-set of work group members will draft the IRB letter and create an 

educational component. (Lead: TBD, Participant: Dr. Manning) 

7. Survey ARDRAF recipients and collect feedback about experiences 

with IRBs. (Lead: Dr. Coogle) 

8. Research the possibility of creating a Listserv. (Lead: Devin) 

9. Present dementia projection data to the Commission. (Dr. Coogle) 

10. Add dementia projection data to AlzPossible. (Lead: Devin) 

11. Make identified edits and needed additions to AlzPossible. (Lead: 

Devin) 

Patricia Slattum 

Meeting Adjournment 

Dr. Slattum adjourned the meeting at 5:00 pm. Members will reconvene in 

September.  

Patricia Slattum 

 

http://www.sfn.org/


Virginia Drug Discovery Consortium

VirginiaBrainRx:  
A Symposium on Drug Discovery for the Brain

Meeting Purpose

•To bring together researchers on brain 
diseases from Virginia universities, research 
institutes, and pharmaceutical companies to 
highlight the challenges and opportunities 
for drug discovery in the Commonwealth for 
targeting brain diseases.

•To facilitate interactions among all 
participants so as to stimulate collaborative 
brain research between Virginia universities, 
research institutes, and the pharmaceutical 
industry.

Keynote Speakers

•Thomas Laughren (Director, Regulatory Affairs,  
  MGH Clinical Trials Network and Institute)
•Craig Lindsley (Co-director, Vanderbilt Center for  
  Neuroscience Drug Discovery)
•Darryle Schoepp (V.P. and Therapeutic Area Head, 
  Neuroscience, Merck)
•Todd Sherer (CEO, Michael J. Fox Foundation)
•Phil Skolnick (Director, DTMC, NIDA, NIH)

Paul R. Carlier
Professor, Department of  
Chemistry & Deputy Director,
Virginia Tech Center for Drug 
Discovery, Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
email:  pcarlier@vt.edu
Tel. 540-231-9219

Richard A. Glennon 
School of Pharmacy
Alfred and Frances Burger 
Distinguished Professor of Medicinal Chemistry,
Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Virginia 
Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA 23298-0540
email: glennon@vcu.edu
Tel. 804-828-8487

John S. Lazo  
Harrison Distinguished Professor
Departments of Pharmacology & Chemistry
Director, Fiske Drug Discovery Lab
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA 22908
email: lazo@virginia.edu
Tel. 434-243-1936

for more information please contact 

Other Information

•Registration: includes banquet, breakfast, lunch,  
  and light refreshments
•Poster sessions on both days will allow registrants  
  to display their research and connect with colleagues
•Deadline for poster submission May 1, 2016 

$100 Researchers $50 Students before May 1, 2016
$150 Researchers $75 Students after May 1, 2016

Registration: http://virginiabrainrx.learningexpressce.com
Hotel:  http://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/richmond/meetings/virginia-brain-rx

Address: 100 South 12th Street, richmond, Virginia 23219
Phone: (804) 344-7000

David G. I. Kingston
University Distinguished Professor,  
Department of Chemistry & Director,  
Virginia Tech Center for Drug Discovery,  
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
email: dkingsto@vt.edu
Tel. 540-231-6570

May 23 - 24, 2016		
Omni Richmond Hotel 
Richmond, Virginia

Panel Discussion:  What are industry’s “conditions for 
satisfaction” in drug discovery collaborations with academia?


