Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Commission:
Data and Research Work Group

Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
1610 Forest Avenue, Suite 100
Henrico, VA 23229
June 2, 2014 2:00 pm

MEETING MINUTES

Members Present: Members Absent:
Dr. Patricia Slattum, Ph.D., Chair Sonya Barsness, MSG
Dr. Shannon Jarrott, Ph.D. (v/c) Patricia Righter, RN, MSN
Dr. Connie Coogle, Ph.D. Martha Watkins
Lory Phillippo, MPH, OTR/L
Guests:
Staff: Sung Hong, VCOA
Charlotte Arbogast, Dementia Services Coordinator
Meeting Summary:
Agenda Items: Speaker:
Welcome Patricia Slattum

Dr. Patricia Slattum called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm and
welcomed members.

Introductions All
Work Group members and staff introduced themselves.
December 4, 2013 Minutes All

The work group reviewed the minutes from December 4, 2013. The
minutes will be approved at the next meeting.

Update on the informal agency data group Patricia Slattum
Dr. Slattum and Ms. Charlotte Arbogast reviewed the recent work of Charlotte Arbogast
the informal agency data group and its plans moving forward. They
discussed some of the challenges in collecting the data and the data
limitations. However, the group applauded the efforts of the state
agencies, specifically the Virginia Department for Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services and Virginia Medical Assistance Services.
Ms. Arbogast reported that DARS sent a request to the Virginia State
Police for data from the Virginia Crime Information Network (VCIN),
which should provide us data on missing adults, specifically those with
dementia and cognitive impairment. Additionally, she reported that she
had received data from DARS staff through the ASAPS system and is
reviewing it now. Dr. Slattum reviewed some of the data limitations
that have been noted during these processes and expressed hope that
there might be a solution down the road, noting that California had
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undertaken a process to collect data from the state’s network of
memory disorder clinics.

Update on the 2013-2014 Focus Projects

Ms. Arbogast provided the work group members a small portion of the
BRFSS data that has been made available to DARS. VDH is still
waiting for the full data set from the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and has filed our request for the data. Once VDH
receives it, they will process our request.

The discussion also highlighted the work of the other Commission
work groups, particularly the Coordinated Care Work Group that is
focused on posting information on AlzPossible about memory
assessment centers in Virginia. Dr. Coogle suggested that the work
groups consider developing a tool to help find clinics that fit individual
needs. The “Clinic Locator” could allow people to put in their zip
codes, or if they are looking for clinical trials or support groups to find
a memory assessment center that best meets their needs.

Dr. Hong and Dr. Coogle presented on their work to replicate the 2005
report on licensing violations of assisted living facilities. The report
will look at the 131 assisted living facilities with special care units. The
work group members expressed enthusiasm for VCOA’s work on this
and look forward to seeing the results when the review is finished. Ms.
Arbogast agreed to send Dr. Coogle and Dr. Hong the listing of
assisted living facilities that accept auxiliary grants, which may serve
to help with the analysis.

All

Future Work and Activities
The work group decided to:

1. Post the data set information to the AlzPossible site, which is
currently being re-worked. When the site re-launches in August,
the data set information and any available BRFSS data will be
included. Work group members will review the site
electronically to provide input before the site “goes live.”

2. Dr. Slattum encouraged members to think of future projects for
the work group, to include those projects that might be a
continuation of current work or a new focus altogether. Some
questions posed included: Have we located all state agency data
systems or are there others? What strategies could the work
group employ to get better data?

All

Meeting Adjournment
The work group adjourned at 3:30 pm.

Patricia Slattum
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