Public Guardian and Conservator Advisory Board Meeting
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
Virginia Division for the Aging
1610 Forest Avenue, Suite 100
Henrico, VA  23229
March 17, 2016 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes  
Members Present
Lisa Linthicum, Vice-Chair, Naila Alam, Paul Izzo, George McAndrews, Rose Palmer, Cathy Thompson, Angie Phelon, Mira Signer, Debra Smith, Cathy Thompson, Veronica Williams

Members Absent
James Almand, Lisa Moore, James Talbert

DARS/Virginia Division for the Aging Staff
James Rothrock, Commissioner
Amy Marschean, Senior Policy Analyst
Cecily Slasor, Administrative Assistant
Janet James, Esq., Public Guardian Program Director
Kathy Miller, Director of Aging Programs
Martina James, Special Assistant to the Commissioner

Welcome and Introductions
Vice Chair Lisa Linthicum called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m., welcomed members and guests, and asked them to introduce themselves. 

Nominating Committee
Action: Adopt Members
A nominating committee is needed to choose a slate of officers. Mira Signer volunteered, as did Angie Phelon, Paul Izzo, Veronica Williams and Rose Palmer. Motion was made by George McAndrews to accept these nominating committee members and it was seconded by Debra Smith.  Motion passed.

Review/Approval of November 2015 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Linthicum asked if members had reviewed the November meeting minutes and if there were any corrections.  Mira Signer made a motion to approve the minutes and George McAndrews seconded the motion.  The members voted unanimously to adopt the meeting minutes.

Commissioner’s Report
James Rothrock
Commissioner Rothrock welcomed board members and thanked them for their service.  There were significant advancements in funding for the Public Guardian Program (PGP) during the 2016 General Assembly:  
·    Public Guardian services to those transitioning from training centers to the community, $500,000 FY2017/$975,000 FY2018
·   Public Guardian services to vulnerable adults, $425,000 FY2017/$1.01 million FY2018, with one additional DARS staff
DARS has been working with DBHDS on PGP issues.  The Commissioner thanked Ms. Smith and Janet James and others who have collaborated to improve the PGP.  The Commissioner noted that the General Assembly included funding for a staff position to assist Janet James.  
Funding for the CDSME program staff was eliminated and V4A’s CDSME budget amendments were not funded.  However, DARS is applying for a federal grant to continue its CDSME program due the first week of April.
DARS did receive funding for a position to monitor Auxiliary Grant (AG) recipients in long-term care facilities.  The AG program is a $25 million program.  DARS received $100,000 to help elderly persons who have experienced trauma.
Bridge funding for the Eastern Virginia Care Transitions Partnership in the amount of $250,000 in FY 2017 was in the state budget.  A number of AAAs offer this program for individuals released from hospital to help prevent readmissions.  In Virginia, there has been savings in preventing these readmissions.
Delegate Chris Peace was the patron of a bill, HB 676, to direct DARS to convene a workgroup on financial exploitation.  Paige McCleary, APS Director, has directed her staff to look at 100 cases of financial exploitation for the workgroup. There has been some success in past years in prosecuting people who have exploited older Virginians, however, we want to educate and stop it all together.   We are still working with the Office of the Executive Secretary to promote a Working Interdisciplinary Network of Guardianship Stakeholders initiative.  The General Assembly failed to provide funding for a PGP study.  At lunchtime you will hear about the upcoming Governor’s Conference on Aging.

2016 General Assembly Update (Handout)
Amy Marschean, JD
Ms. Marschean reviewed a number of bills that passed during the 2016 General Assembly session.  Of significance to the board, HB 816(Peace) that removes from the membership of the Public Guardian and Conservator Advisory Board one representative of the Virginia Guardianship Association. The bill also moves existing provisions relating to the Advisory Board from Title 2.2 (Administration of Government) to Title 51.5 (Persons with Disabilities) for administrative purposes.  Other bills discussed were:
SB 466 (Wagner)Provides that a guardian shall not unreasonably restrict an incapacitated person’s ability to communicate with, visit, or interact with other persons with whom the incapacitated person has an established relationship.
HB 1266 (Habeeb) Requires that notice of guardianship appointments, modifications, and terminations be sent to the DMAS.  Current law requires that such notices be sent only to the local DSS.
HJ 87 Advance Care Planning Month (Hodges) Designates April 2016 and each year succeeding year thereafter.
SB 732 Assisted living facilities; hospice care (Hanger) Provides that, to the extent allowed by federal law, no assisted living facility shall be required to provide or allow hospice care if such hospice care restrictions are included in a disclosure statement that is signed by the resident prior to admission. 
Ms. Palmer commented that she has involved hospice with two of her clients.  Hospice staff visit these two clients and provide comfort, sometimes bringing along a dog as part of pet therapy and this helps with her clients’ anxiety, etc.


Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Services
Debra Smith, MS
Director of Community Integration, DBHDS
Public Guardian Program Needs and DOJ Settlement Update (Handout)
Ms. Smith provided an update on the closure of Virginia’s training centers. DBHDS has discharged 589 persons from state training centers between October 1, 2011 and March 13, 2016.  Currently, there are 185 persons with an intellectual disability waiting for a guardian.  Ms. Smith and Janet James have talked and worked together to try and raise awareness of the need for increased funding for guardianship.  Ms. Smith reviewed the types of community placements. 
Northern Virginia Training Center (Fairfax) property is in the process of being sold. Southwestern Virginia Training Center (SCVTC) Updates: 
· 108 individuals  remain at SWVTC
· 11 individuals have identified homes
· Census is expected to reach 97 by June 30, 2016
· RFP for serving persons with intensive medical supports in
central VA were awarded to three providers
· RFP for serving persons with intensive behavioral supports will be
awarded soon

        FY 2011 Training Center (TC) Census:  1,084
                               ↓
Transitions of TC Residents   	Remaining TC Residents
to the community
                        589		381(383 w/ two individuals receiving respite)

Deaths of former TC Residents	Deaths of Individuals Living in Training Centers
	           46 (4.2%)		114 (10.5%)

Monitoring of former training center residents is done in collaboration with communities.  The training center and community services boards do post move follow-up.  The settlement requirement is for one year of monitoring.  DBHDS has monitored beyond one year in all cases.

Virginia Governor’s Conference on Aging
Martina James, Special Assistant to the Commissioner
Ms. James reported that sponsorship and registration for the conference has filled up.  There is a waiting list that is being kept.  There are scholarships available to Master’s and Doctorate program students.  Notices were sent to all of the colleges and universities in Virginia.
The keynote speaker will be Matt Paxton who is involved in the television show, Hoarders.  He will speak to the issue of hoarding, particularly among older persons.  There will be speakers on 
on multi-cultural caregiving. Mark Ruben will be the facilitator for the second day for policy recommendations.  All speakers are donating their time for the conference.  Conference staff have created an award in name of Willard Scott, the former Today show weather forecaster.  The first award will be given to Mr. Scott.  He is unable to attend the conference, but a family member will accept on his behalf.   In the future there will be a nomination process for the Willard Scott award.  81 proposals were submitted for the conference and it was difficult to choose the final sessions.  The programs for the conference will be exciting.

Virginia Public Guardian and Conservator Program Update (Handout)
Biennial Report and Statewide Training
Janet James, Director
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. James shared copies of excerpts of the PGP 2016 biennial report.  The report is a mandatory report on the Virginia Public Guardian & Conservator Program to the General Assembly and is available on their website as RD 1 at http://leg2.state.va.us/DLS/h&sdocs.nsf/5c7ff392dd0ce64d85256ec400674ecb/78c6e04960a830b085257c4d0077bb75?OpenDocument.  With the additional $500,000 received in the 2015 General Assembly, the PGP is now available in every jurisdiction in the state. The PGP now has a capacity of 706 persons and all of those slots are full.  The report includes an overview of current statistics, current challenges and complexity of cases, the partnership with the DBHDS, pro-active education focus and person-centered practices.
Ms. James reported that the programs need more male staff to work with male clients that do not work well with female staff.  There have been issues with male clients being agitated or aggressive with female program staff.
An invitation to the annual training at the end of April for the PGP staff has been extended to board members.  The training will be held at the Wyndham Virginia Crossings Hotel and Conference Center located in Glen Allen, VA.

Public Guardian Program Regulations (Handout)
Amy Marschean
In 2013, the advisory board vetted the proposed regulations regarding person-centered practices. The public comment for the proposed regulations closed on January 29 and two comments were received.  The disAbility Law Center of VA sent a letter of support.
Jennifer Fidura, VA Network of Private Providers, Inc., sent a letter with recommendation of language to be added.  The advisory board reviewed the proposed amendment. 

Public Comment 
Lisa Linthicum
There were no public comments.

New Business
Lisa Linthicum
Vice Chair Lisa Linthicum asked if there was any new business.  There were no new business.

Meeting Adjournment
Future Meeting Dates
The next meeting will be held on May 1, 2016 when VDA’s three boards will meet the afternoon before the Governor’s Conference on Aging.
Ms. Linthicum asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Cathy Thompson made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Linthicum adjourned the meeting at 1:20 p.m.
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