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Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Commission: 

Data & Research Work Group 

 

Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services 

1610 Forest Avenue, Suite 100 

Henrico, VA 23229 

 

September 23, 2013  3:30 pm 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Members Present:  Members Absent: 

Dr. Patricia Slattum, Ph.D., Chair Patricia Righter, RN, MSN 

Martha Watkins  

Dr. Connie Coogle, Ph.D. Guests: 

Sonya Barsness, MSG (v/c) Carter Harrison, Alzheimer’s Association 

Dr. Shannon Jarrott, Ph.D. (v/c)  

 

Staff: 

Charlotte Arbogast, Dementia Services Coordinator 

 

Meeting Summary: 

 

Agenda Items: Speaker: 

Welcome 

Dr. Patricia Slattum called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm and 

welcomed members. 

Dr. Slattum 

Introductions 

Work Group members and staff introduced themselves. 

All 

Brief Overview of the ADRD Commission 

Dr. Slattum briefly reviewed the purpose of the ADRD Commission 

and discussed its recent history. She highlighted the recent efforts 

around the Dementia State Plan and the ADRD Commission’s 

support of the National Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease. Lastly, 

Dr. Slattum reviewed the work groups, www.alzpossible.org and the 

need for transparency in the ADRD Commission’s work.   

Dr. Slattum 

Brief Overview of the Dementia Services Coordinator (DSC) 

Charlotte Arbogast reviewed the role of the DSC as well as its 

involvement in assisting the Data & Research Work Group of the 

ADRD Commission. In addition, Ms. Arbogast highlighted the 

potential of the DSC to coordinate care, research and data collection 

efforts across state agencies. 

Charlotte Arbogast  

Overview of Relevant Dementia State Plan Goals 

Dr. Slattum reviewed Goal II and Goal V of the Dementia State Plan 

that relate to data collection and support for research and best 

practices.  

Dr. Slattum 

http://www.alzpossible.org/
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Discussion and Selection of 2013-2014 Focus 

The Work Group reviewed the status of the Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System (BRFSS) cognitive impairment module. Ms. 

Arbogast noted that the cognitive impairment module was included 

on the 2012 and 2013 BRFSS surveys in Virginia and that the 2012 

data should be available in late 2013 or early 2014. The group 

discussed the possibility of getting access to the data and compiling it 

or making it available for use by researchers in Virginia. The Work 

Group members also suggested that it may be valuable to request the 

inclusion of the cognitive impairment module every five years or at a 

set frequency to determine trends over time.  

 

 The Work Group also discussed that many researchers are not aware 

of all the various data that is being collected from a variety of 

providers or clinical settings. The Work Group talked about how 

highlighting what is out there and already being collected may be a 

good start to not only helping researchers but as well as informing the 

future data collection efforts of the ADRD Commission and the 

Dementia Services Coordinator in DARS.  

 

The Work Group agreed to focus on: 1) the BRFSS data set when 

that becomes available in late 2013 or early 2014; and 2) a catalog or 

inventory of available data sets, such as Medicare data, Medicaid 

data, private surveys, etc. that may be useful for researchers 

exploring dementia or caregiving topics. Work Group members were 

asked to brainstorm data sets and send along information that they 

have on data sets to Ms. Arbogast for compilation. Once compiled, 

the catalog will be added to the content on www.alzpossible.org.  

 

Lastly, the Work Group agreed to add to the AlzPossible website the 

white paper completed by Dr. Slattum and her student on barriers to 

research participation.  

All 

Future Work and Activities 

The Data & Research Work Group agreed that Dr. Slattum would 

work with Ms. Arbogast to develop a timeline and work outline.  

Dr. Slattum and Ms. 

Arbogast 

Meeting Adjournment 

Dr. Slattum adjourned the meeting at 4:45 pm.  

Dr. Slattum 
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