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SENIOR FARMERS’ MARKET NUTRITION PROGRAM 
Updated State Plan Information 

Fiscal Year 2010 
 

At a minimum, each State agency must provide the following information to FNS Regional 
Offices every year.  Even if all other items have remained unchanged (such as months of 
program operation and months of coupon issuance), State agencies must complete this section of 
the Guidance, including the budget pages.  Any State agency interested in receiving expansion 
funds, should such funds become available during FY 2010 must also complete the Request for 
Expansion Funds pages. 
 
FY 2009 Information 
 

1. Number of SFMNP participants (those issued SFMNP checks, coupons, bulk-purchased 
food boxes or bags, and/or CSA benefits) in FY 2009 (previously participating fiscal 
year): 12870 

 
2. Number of SFMNP local agencies reviewed by or under agreement with the State agency 

in FY 2009: Five ‐ Augusta County, Southeastern, Emporia, Arlington, and Appalachian.  Briefly 
summarize key findings and corrective actions taken as the result of local agency 
reviews. 

 
All agencies were doing a great job with certifying participants, distributing the checks, and nutrition 
education. The only concern noted was that two agencies were using applications that did not have 
the certification that participants need to read or have read to them.  These agencies were given 
sample copies of an application that has this information and follow‐up will be conducted next year to 
ensure that applicants review the required information. 

 
3. Number of authorized farmers and outlets reviewed, by type, in FY 2009: 

 
Farmers’ markets:  17 
Roadside stands:    6 
CSAs:      N/A 
Farmers:  40 
 
Briefly summarize key findings and corrective actions taken as the result of these 
reviews. 
VDACS monitored 30 farmers during visits to the farmer’s market or place of business. Several farmers 
did not have signs posted.  Next year we plan to redesign a sign that is more easily mailed.  We will 
send all participating farmers a new sign.  Two farmers were accepting checks for ineligible foods.  
One farmer was charging sales tax, which she immediately stopped. These farmers were mailed letters 
of warning to stop these practices.  Follow‐up will be conducted next year if they are in the program.  
 
A copy of the redesigned sign will be forwarded to USDA‐FNS when completed.   
 
We also had 10 “Secret Shoppers” who visited an additional 10 farmers to make compliance buys.  The 
key findings were very positive with shoppers mainly remarking on the friendliness and good value the 
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farmers offered.  Six out of seven times when the shopper tried to buy ineligible foods, the farmer 
would not allow it.  One farmer accepted SFMNP checks for brown eggs.  This farmer will receive a 
warning letter.  Several times signs were not posted and, as noted earlier, all participating farmers will 
receive a new sign next year that they will be required to have posted. 
 
Attachment R Summary of Farmer Monitoring 2009 

 
FY 2010 Information 
 

4. Number of SFMNP local agencies to be reviewed in FY 2010: Four ‐ Southwest, Southside, 
Eastern Shore, Halifax. 
(Remember that all local agencies must be reviewed at least once every two years.) 
 

5. Number of authorized farmers and outlets to be reviewed, by type, in FY 2010:        
 

Farmers’ markets:  2 (minimum 10%) 
Roadside stands:    4 (minimum 10%) 
CSAs:      N/A (minimum 10%) 
Farmers:  20 (minimum 10%) 

 
SFMNP Grant Request: 
 

6. Estimated number of SFMNP participants to be served with SFMNP Federal and State 
agency funds in FY 2010: 

 
(Excluding Expansion)   (Including Expansion) 

 
 11,043 + ~12% overissue** = 12,350  13,900 
 
**In previous years, VDA overissued checks by approximately 15% more than the grant award because check 
redemption had never reached 100% until 2009.  We anticipate overissuing again in 2010 by approximately 12%.  
Local agencies will sign a statement of responsibility for redemption above the dollar amount of the award. 
(Attachment 13). 
 

7. Indicate (X) the basis on which SFMNP benefits will be issued to eligible participants: 
 

 Individuals   Households 
 
 

8. The Federal benefit amount that each SFMNP participant will receive in FY 2010 is $40.   
 

 9. Do you plan to use non-federal funds to provide SFMNP benefits to other participants? 
   Yes   No  

 If Yes, please describe how such participants will be identified and certified, and 
the benefit amount that will be provided. 

       



SFMNP State Plan Information vda.virginia.gov Page 4 of 4 

 
10. Indicate the total number of local agencies serving SFMNP participants, and the number 
of farmers and outlets, by type, authorized in FY 2009 and expected to be authorized in FY 
2010: 

 
FY 2009      FY 2010 
 
9   Local Agencies  9 
183   Farmers   183 
25   Farmers’ Markets  25 
16   Roadside Stands  16 
N/A   CSA Programs  N/A 

 
9. If fruits, vegetables, honey and/or fresh herbs have been added to the State agency’s list 

of eligible foods for FY 2010, list below or attach a list of the new items. 
 

We do not plan to add honey. We will continue with only locally grown fruit, vegetables, and cut 
herbs. 

 
10. Reminder to Current SFMNP State agencies: 

 
In addition to the Updated State Plan section just completed, the following 
documents must also be provided to FNS before the SFMNP State Plan can be  
approved for FY 2010: 
 

a. FY 2010 Estimated Federal Budget Summary; 
b. Expansion Request for those State agencies requesting expansion funds;  
c. A description of any other procedural changes or amendments to the State 

Plan that have occurred since the previous State Plan submission and 
approval by FNS, such as a change in the benefit level, new months of 
program operation, the numbers and addresses of new farmers’ markets, 
roadside stands, CSA programs, and/or local agencies, and a new map 
showing the location of these new outlets or facilities; and 

d. Federal-State Supplemental Food Program Agreement (FNS-339). 
 
 


